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CABINET REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 
 
To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

Parenting Partnership Plan (2020-23) Consultation 
Outcomes 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 In February this year agreement was sought from Cabinet to undertake a 

consultation with key organisations and partners on a proposed Parenting 
Partnership Plan (2020-23) for Merthyr Tydfil County Borough. 

 
1.2 This report explains the consultation process and provides a summary of the main 

outcomes.   
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) that 
 
2.1 The proposed amendments to the draft Parenting Partnership Plan 2020-2023 as a 

result of the consultation are noted and the plan be approved. 
 

 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 A draft Parenting Partnership Plan (2020-23) was developed by bringing together key 
partners within the local authority, the Third Sector and other public services to ensure 
a collaborative approach to the future strategic development of the agenda.  In addition 
to this a Parenting Partnership group was set up to oversee and monitor and report 
progress. 

 
3.2 This plan reinforces the commitment between all partners to ensure that parents in 

Merthyr Tydfil are able to access a range of support appropriate to their needs.  It 
sets out Merthyr Tydfil’s medium to long term vision for engaging and supporting 
families and parents of children and young people.  
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This approach is based upon parents being able to access the right services at the 
right time appropriate to their needs, through a graduated response.  It includes 
ensuring a clear focus on prevention, to support families to develop an environment 
around them which enables children to thrive.  

 

4.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 

4.1 At the Cabinet meeting on 26th February 2020, approval was given to complete a wider 
consultation exercise to ensure all partners and stakeholders are able to influence 
future work and be an active participant in the agreed plan (wherever possible).  Their 
contribution is essential to ensure they understand the importance of this agenda, are 
signed up to this plan and are working towards the same goals. 

 
4.2 The Consultation Plan targeted internal and external staff, elected members, key 

partnerships, secondary and primary schools and community stakeholders and 
parents themselves.   

 
4.3 The planned consultation took place during March this year and included 

questionnaires and focus groups.  However, due to the onset of the COVID 19 
pandemic concerns were raised about how timescales and response rates might 
impact on the consultation. The consultation period was therefore extended to the end 
of April 2020.  

 
4.4 The Consultation was sent out to in excess of 50 named key distribution points, but 

the reach was much greater as each key partner was also asked to distribute the 
questionnaire within their own organisation and networks across the County Borough.  
 

5.0 CONSULTATION OUTCOME 
 

5.1 Despite repeated reminders and an extension on the Consultation period, 
disappointedly the response rate was very low; less than 1%.  This is attributed to the 
impact and challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic, with lockdown occurring on the 
23rd March 2020. 
 

5.2 Summary of main outcomes of the consultation 
 

 100% respondents supported the vision and key aims of the plan and felt all six 
priorities were relevant and supported the vision for parent support in Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

 Stakeholder feedback indicated that a multi-agency approach to address the 
needs of parents is a key priority.  

 Stakeholder feedback highlighted that the consistent marketing of services and 
support will support the reductions of barriers to engagement identified in the 
independent review. 
 

5.3 During the Consultation period, the challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic were 
recognised and raised.  It was agreed to develop digital and online resources as a 
key priority within the plan – please see Appendix 1.  This will enable services to 
meet needs during any future lockdowns as well as enable universal support for 
parents. 

  



 

6.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications for the local authority associated with this report. 

 
7.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Not 
Applicable  

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 

  
4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 

 5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 
10 of 10 0 of 10 0 of 10 

4. Biodiversity 
 

1 of 1 0 of 1 0 of 1 

Summary: No negative impacts have been identified against the Well-being 
Objectives, the Sustainable Development Principles and Biodiversity. The main 
positive impacts are;  

 Wellbeing objectives- the plan outlines and provides evidence that there 
are links to local and national priorities and participant’s wellbeing is a key 
priority.  

 Sustainable Development Principles the plan outlines and provides 
evidence of a preventative approach and has been developed in a 
collaborative approach with all stakeholders, the plan set out short, medium 
and long term goals and will be delivered within a partnership with key 
stakeholders in the County Borough. 

 Protected Characteristics and Welsh language service providers have 
policies and procedures in place and promote Welsh culture and use of the 
Welsh language.   

Biodiversity the approach providers take encourages health lifestyle and 
awareness raising and understanding about the global world, impact of not 
recycling and diversity of plants and animals as part of its educational provision 
 

 
  



 
SUE WALKER 
CHIEF OFFICER (LEARNING) 

COUNCILLOR LISA MYTTON 
CABINET MEMBER FOR LEARNING 
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Community Wellbeing 
 
 

Community Wellbeing 
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 

of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 
 


